Women’s Movement in Iran

How one of the most significant revolutions In
modern history is currently happening
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Shayan Hosseini, Oct 2022
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Mahsa Amini

killed by Iranian regime on
Sep 16
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Woman, Life, Freedom

Protests turning into a Revolution



Iran
Where is it?
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https://500px.com/photo/309284941/harsh-world-by-ashanddebris

Before 1979

Monarchy

Flag of Iran (1964-1979)

Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
(Shah)
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1979 Revolution
Why?

e Shah was a dictator

 Shah’s strong policy
of Westernization despite the
resulting clash with
Iran's Shi'a Muslim identity.

 Sharp of economic contraction
and decline in 1977-7/8

* Corruption in Royal family

Photo by David Burnett



1979 Revolution e

aka “Islamic Revolution”
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Ruhollah Khomeini
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* Areligious leader
e Led the 1979 revolution

e 15 years in exile from 1964




Islamic Republic
of Iran

Khomeini’s arrival
on1Feb 1979




Click to play the video


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8uIEXf8Qh8
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Women and men all go to the sea next to each N
Wit other

Click to play the video


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJonfgmxXsE

Islamic Republic

of Iran

o Suppressed all other political
groups who helped with the

revolution @

 Anti-Western (w)

Iran flag after revolution

* |slamist theocracy

 Based on the Guardianship of
the Islamic Jurist



Islamic Republic

Power structure

e Suppressed all other political
groups who helped with the
revolution

* Anti-Western
* |slamist theocracy

 Based on the Guardianship of
the Islamic Jurist

-> Guardign
Council

Parliament




“In an islamic ministry, no sin must happen. Women
can't come to the ministry offices naked. Women
can come to work, but they have to wear hijab.”

Ruhollah Khomelini
A month after Islamic revolution, March 1979
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RATE R Protest against compulsory hijab
= 8 March 1979
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Even Intellectual women didn’t support the protest
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Homa Nategh Simin Daneshvar
Professor of History at University of Writer
Tehran



| think all Iranian women
| iranintltva

Click to play the video


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dR8csp80kp4

Women Rights

You just can’t

 Cannot decide what to wear, have to wear hijab from age 9
 Cannot be a singer

 Cannot play instruments on stage

 Cannot dance in public

 Cannot enter stadiums to watch sport games

 Cannot be a judge

e Cannot ride a bike in streets in some cities



Artists left the country

No women in music industry, which is gov. regulated

Googoosh Hayedeh Homeyra Ramesh



Women Rights

Women and girls treated as second class citizens

 \Women cannot leave the country without their father/husband permission
 \Women cannot petition for a divorce
* Inheritance: a male shall have as much as the share of two females

 Women cannot take custody of their children from a previous marriage if they
marry again

e Abortion is not allowed



“| betrayed Iranian people...
The one who tells you what to wear
IS the one who later tells you how to think.”

Homa Nategh
Interview with Harvard Oral History Project, 1 April 1984



Forcing Women to Wear Hijab

From early days of Islamic revolution

Please wear Islamic hijab Basij Patrol car



Morality Police

aka Guidance Patrol

e Established in 2005

* Arresting women who are not
wearing “proper” islamic hijab







Photo: Hossein Razagnej







Morality Police
Department
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Large scale

The shit is real

* |n athree-month period in 2014

« 220,000 women were taken to police stations and signed statements there
promising to wear hijabs

* 19,000 were given hair-covering notices

9,000 were detained
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Agalnst seX|sm in constltutlon
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Women Protests, July 2006

Against sexism in constitution
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Click to play the video

27 December 2017



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XClTj7UxA3U
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Iran Protests,
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Mahsa Amini

Arrested by morality police
on 13 September




Mahsa Amini
Brutally beaten
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M d hsa Am i n i Sensitive Content

Dled 3 days |ater, 16 Sep, This video contains content that some people
in hOSpital may find upsetting.

See why




Regime never
admitted

Instead, they arrested the
journalist who reported
Amini’s death
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People started
strikes




LLgan Lo

P whddamiliion

- LR VO

. #hdaiue AN OMcialy

@ Loctdalneaniwo

Click to play the video


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhLBWnRPJ7E

fiMahsaAminil

the most repeated hashtag on Twitter
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at least 240

have been killed




at least

23 children
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209. The Woman Question

throughline

P Resume

What's happening in Iran right now is unprecedented. But the Iranian
people's struggle for gender equality began generations before the death of
22-year-old Kurdish Iranian woman Mahsa Amini, also known by her Kurdish
name, Jina Amini. The successes of this struggle, as well as its setbacks
and horrors, are well-documented, but often misunderstood. Scholar Arzoo
Osanloo argues that women have been at the center of Iran's century-long
fight for freedom and self-determination. It's a historical thread that goes all
the way back to Iran's Constitutional Revolution in the early 20th century: A
complicated story of reform, revolution, and a fundamental questioning of
whether Iranian people — and people around the Islamic world — will accept
a government of clerics as the sole arbiters of Islam and the state.
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How to support

 Be lranian people voice

 UBC Persian Club:
* Petition: https://chng.it/hnFvfg6cKS

* Donation: https://www.instagram.com/p/CjgQ1zbPQwk/
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