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Who is this Handsome Man?
• Richard Paul Astley (b. 1966) 
• Lancashire, UK


• Age 10 — start of musical career

• Member of church choir


• Age 15 — fall from grace

• addiction to helium for singing 


     becomes public knowledge*

• ’82 - ’86 — pre-fame 
• driver for his father’s business

• drummer for Beatles cover bands

Rick Astley, 2020 (colourized)

Perhaps Astley’s most famous ancestor

— Jesus Christ



Never Gonna Give You Up

• Astley’s debut single 
• released July 27, 1987

• best selling single of ’87 (UK)

• “Best British Single” (’87 Brit Awards)


• Chart Topper! 
• Rose to the top of the chart in 25 

       countries


Astley’s closest historical analogue 

— Mozart

Original art for 

“Never Gonna Give You Up”



“We shot the video in an old church near 

    London’s Westway. All the clothes in the 
    video are my own. — Rick Astley, 2020

“His voice was so strong that finding a song for him

    that worked was difficult. In some ways, he was  
    actually too good. — Pete Waterman, songwriter/co-producer



Popular Reactions

*

*I’m actually not sure if William actually 
likes type-preserving compilation, I do 
know that he loves a good rickroll!



2006



Duckroll: The Proto-Rickroll

• 2006 A.D. 
• 4chan imageboards were the origin


     of a phenomenon that would become

     what we know today as “rickrolling”


• egg  duck 

• filter implemented to replace all instances of

     “egg” with “duck”

• People thought this was funny, don’t ask 


       don’t ask me why idk, I go on Reddit.

→







2007



Rickrolling enters the mainstream

• 4chan Strikes Again! 
• Coinciding with the release of the first trailer


     for Grand Theft Auto 4, a 4chan user posts

     a link to “Never Gonna Give You Up” under

     the guise of it being a link to the trailer


cover art for GTA4





2007 - Present day



Macy’s Day Parade — 2008



Bipartisan Oregon Legislature— 2010



Obama Administration — 2011



UBC — March 2020



Reddit — March 2020



Reddit— August 2020



Reddit — June 17, 2020







Questions?


