
An Undistinguished 
History Lecture (A.K.A. 
The UDLS UDLS)

UDLS UDLS: a meta-UDLS

Ad a m  T .  G e l l e r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m p u t e r  Sc i e n c e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  O f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a
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I did say history, so let’s start 

there
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13.8 BYA: the Universe Began (Some place it closer to 6,000 YA)
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4.5 BYA: Earth was Formed



5

300 KYA: Homo Sapiens Diverge from Ancestors
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8-10 KYA: Vancouver is Originally Settled (Housing Crisis Begins)
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112 YA: University of British Columbia is Founded
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52 YA: UBC Computer Science Department Founded
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14 YA: UDLS Conceptualized
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13 YA: First UDLS Given (128 slides!!!)
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12 YA: UDLS Adopted by CSGSA
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6 YA: Seahawks Win the Super Bowl
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2 YA: I Become the UDLS Czar
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0.5 YA: UDLS Moved to a Virtual Format Due to Pandemic
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0 YA: I Give this UDLS
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-0.000002 YA: I Move On from History to UDLS Stats
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UDLS Stats
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A Lot of Talks

411 lectures (including “specials”)

Impromptu UDLSes

Puzzle hunt

UDLS Karaoke/Roulette

300th UDLS 

At one point they just watched a VICE documentary???

~ 177 Different Speakers
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A Lot of Talks By a lot of People

~ 177 Different Speakers (not including group UDLSes/karaoke)

Title-holder: Sancho McCann – 13

Runners up: Giovanni Viviani (active), Matt Brehmer
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A Lot of Talks About a Lot of Different Topics
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This is Not the First UDLS UDLS

https://www.cs.ubc.ca/~udls/showTalk.php/2017-03-10

https://www.cs.ubc.ca/~udls/showTalk.php/2017-03-10
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UDLS Czars

2020-2021 – Adam Geller

2019-2020 – Adam Geller

2018-2019 – Nico Ritschel

2017-2018 – Amon Ge

2016-2017 – Giovanni Viviani

2015-2016 – Sampoorna Biswas

2014-2015 – Daniel Rozenberg

2013-2014 – Prashant Sachdeva

…

2008-2009 – Kevin Swersky and Elan Dubrofsky

2007-2008 – Lucas and Emti

That doesn’t 

make any sense!
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Tips for a Successful UDLS
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Choosing a Topic

Light and easy to digest

Flashier is better

Shock and awe
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Content

Memes, memes, and more memes

Lots of visuals

No walls of text
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Inside the UDLS Factory (time 

permitting)



27

A UDLS, from Start to Finish

1. Someone signs up for a UDLS (usually after a bit of prodding)

2. Early in the week, I ask the person who signed up for metadata

3. I handcraft an artisanal email to broadcast

4. People see the announcement and show up to the UDLS

5. The UDLS is given

6. We celebrate with a social event

7. Afterwards, I ask the speaker for their slides

8. I upload the slides to the UDLS cs.ubc.ca account

9. I update the UDLS cs.ubc.ca website

Too busy

We are here

Mysterious
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An Example UDLS Artisanal Email
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Live Demo: Adding a UDLS

(Time Permitting)
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Thanks! Questions?


