Condensed Manual for the use of the Video Cameras on the HCI Studio.

The pages referenced on this guide are those according to the manual numbered LSQT0973C for the PANASONIC Digital Video Camera model PV-GS180. This manual version is available on the student webpage for the VIDEO I tutorial of CPSC444 and is known no to be of mayor difference to the one supplied with the video camera.
This is a simple walkthrough aimed to students taking CPSC444 to get them started as fast as possible on the first Video Tutorial. 

Recommended readings from the manual before the tutorial:

· Quick Guide (p.10)
· Parts Identification and Handling (p.12)

· The Grip Belt (p.14)

· Using the LCD Monitor (p.15)

· Inserting/Removing a Cassette (p.17)

· Turning the Camcorder On (p.19)

· Selecting a Mode (p.19)

· How to Use the Joystick (p.20)

Order of operations:
We assume that a charged battery is already connected to the camera. If it’s not the case then follow the procedures in p.15 (Fitting the battery). Also make sure to hold firmly the camera while doing all the operations described below for the initial setup.
1. Insert a cassette (p.17)
2. Secure the camera to your hand by adjusting the grip belt (p.14). The rest of the operations must be done while holding the camera securely.

3. Turn the power On (p.19)

4. Select the Tape Recording Mode (p.19)

5. Open the LCD Display (p.15) and make sure that the switch [AUTO/MANUAL/FOCUS] located on the body of the camera is set to AUTO.
6. Press the Menu button located on the back of the camera next and above the joystick.
7. Go to the LANGUAGE submenu and select the language of your choice. Go back to the Main Menu. (On the use of joystick refer to p.20)

8. Enter the Basic Menu

9. Make sure that the settings are as follows 

a. SCENE MODE 
OFF

b. REC SPEED 

OFF

c. BLANK SEARCH
NO

d. WIND CUT

OFF (this should be on if using outdoors)

e. CLOCK SET

NO

10. Go back to the Main Menu (push the joystick to the left) and enter the ADVANCE menu. 

11. Make sure that the settings are as follows:
a. PICT. QUALITY
- - - (Not of interested, only relevant to Photo shots)

b. EIS                         
OFF (this is the image stabilizer function. Refer to p.35 to learn more)

c. WIDE


OFF 

d. CINEMA

OFF

e. USB FUNCTION
DV DATA
f. D. ZOOM

OFF

g. ZOOM MIC

OFF

h. DATE/TIME
OFF (in case you want to record time/date on your tape you should follow the procedure in p.60 to adjust the parameters and set the appropriate option on this menu item)

i. INITIAL SET

NO

12. Go back to the Main Menu (push the joystick to the left) and enter the SETUP menu. 

13. Make sure that the settings are as follows:

a. FADE COLOR
BLACK

b. AUDIO REC

12bit

c. REC LAMP

ON

d. DISPLAY

OFF

e. REMOTE

OFF

f. BEEP SOUND
OFF

g. LCD SET

NO

h. EVF SET

NO

i. DEMO MODE
OFF

j. AV JACK

OUT/(
k. POWER SAVE
OFF
14. Exit the menu by pressing the menu button.
Now you are ready to start recording.

1. Setup the tripod and place the camera on it following the instructions given by the TA.

2. If this is your first shot, make sure you are at the beginning of the tape

a. Change to Tape Playback Mode (p.19)

b. Push the joystick to the left to rewind the tape. You should hear the tape mechanism rewinding. It will stop once it reaches the tape start.

c. You can combine play and rewind/FFW like in a regular video player to seek for a particular frame.

3. Go back to the Tape Recording Mode (p.19)

4. Select the appropriate zoom. (p.30)

a. Set the tripod in a way that when the zoom is in the wide angle you capture the whole scene of interest.

b. According to the setup already achieved you’ll have a maximum zoom of 10x. This should be enough for your project. In case you need a bigger zoom you can change the [ADVANCE/D. ZOOM] menu item (p.30). Notice that the ability of the camera decreases considerably when trying to focus on big zoom-ins.
c. Remember to adjust the zoom slowly. This will help the camera to maintain the image focused.

5. To start recording press the Record button (p.27)
6. To stop recording press the record button again.

Note for students on CPSC444:  There are some other features on the camera that might be relevant to your own project (not the ones on this tutorial) so a detailed reading of the manual is recommended.

