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Application No.: 261569-2012
Fiscal Year: 2012
Amount Awarded: $42,000
Instalment: (1/5)
Evaluation Group: Computer Science - 1507
NSERC PIN: 166692

SUBJECT: RGPIN - Discovery Grants Program - Individual

TITLE: The Design of Information Computing Technology for Older Adults

We are pleased to inform you that NSERC has approved funding for the above-mentioned application at the level
shown above. Subsequent instalments, if any, are subject to the availability of funds. Note that NSERC issues an
award letter only for the first instalment of a grant. New notices will be issued only if the amount or duration of the
award is changed.

Subject to the availability of funds the subsequent instalment(s) will be:

(2/5) 2013-2014 $42,000
(3/5) 2014-2A15 $42,000
(4/s) 2015-2016 $42,000
(5/5) 2016-2017 $42,000

Grant funds are credited to an NSERC grant account administered by the institution that signed the application. You
must authorize all expenditures in accordance with NSERC regulations.

By drawing on the funds provided through this grant or by participating in the activities supported by it, you agree to
comply with the following policies and guidelines, and to any amendments to these that NSERC may adopt:
r the Tri-Agency Framework: Responsible Conduct of Research posted on the Web site of the Secretariat for

Responsible Conduct of Research at http://www.rcr.ethics.gc.caleng/policy-politique/framework-cadre/;
o the NSERC Frogram Guide for Professors on NSERC's Web site at rvrvw.nserc-crsng.gc.ca./Professors-

Professeurs/Pro gramGuide-GuideDesPro grammes_eng.asp; and
r the Tri-Agency Financiol Administration Guide at www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca,/Professors-

Professeurs/Financi alAdm inGuide-GuideAdm inFinancier/ind ex_enq. asp.

Isabelle Blain, Vice-President
Research Grants and Scholarships

c.c.: Research Grant Officer, Business Officer
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MESSAGE AU CANDIDATMESSAGE TO APPLICANT

This message represents the consensus opinion of the Ce message refldte le consensus de l'opinion du Groupe
Evaluation Group that reviewed your application. d'dvaluation qui a examin6 votre demande.

The Evaluation Group rated your grant application as follows / Le Groupe d'dvaluation a attribud les cotes suivantes d
votre demande de subvention :

Excellence ofthe Researcher(s) / Excellence du ou des chercheurs : Outstandins

Applicant's Name, Appl. No., Institution /
Nom de famille, numdro de la demande,
6tablissement du candidat

McGrenere. Joanna. 26 1 5 69 -20 12. Briti sh Col umbia

Type of Grant / Genre de subvention
Discovery Grants Program - Individual /
Programme de subventions d la ddcouverte - individuelles

Evaluation Group / Groupe d'dvaluation Computer Science / Sciences informatiques

Appf ication Title lTitre de la demande The Design of Information Computing Technology for Older Adults

Merit of the Proposal / M6rite de la proposition : Very Strong

Training of Highly Qualified Personnel / Formation de personnel hautement qualifi6 : I Outstanding

Cost of Research lCo0t de la recherche : Normal

Additional Comments / Commentaires additionnels :

In some cases, the applicant might find that external referee reports appear to be inconsistent with the comments andlor
recommendations made by the Evaluation Group. To understand this, one should take into account that most
applications submitted to the Computer Science Evaluation Group are of sufficient quality to receive favourable
comments from external referees. External referees, however, read a maximum of three NSERC proposals in a given
year and cannot have the same comparative view as that of the Evaluation Group, which reviewed 320 Discovery
Grants applications in this year's competition.

Personal Information Bank Numbers: SERP/P-PU-005 and 010
Nos de fichiers de renseignements personnels : RSG/P-PU-OO5 et 010

Continue overleaf if necessary
Continuer au verso si necessaire

Form / Formule 141 (2010)
PROTECTED WHEN COMPLETED

PROTEGE UNE FOIS REMPLIC-a"nadfi
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Referee Report - Application for a Grant
Rapport de I'examinateur - Demande de subvention

Family name, giwn name and initials(s) of applicant / Nom de
famille, pr6nom et initiale(s) du candidat
McGrenere, Joanna

Application no. / N'de la demande :
261569

Type of grant / Type de subwntion : RGPIN Committee / Comit6 :
Computer Science

Gonfidence Level / Niveau de confiance

I rate my ability to assess this particular application as / Mes comp6tences pour 6wluer cette demande
sont :

High : Satishctory / Satisfaisantes: X Low / Faibles:

Scientific or Engineering Excellence of the Researcher(s)

The candidate has an remarquable scientific profile. Orcr ten of her publications are cited orer 40 times and
3 of them owr 100 times. She has gained a strong recognition in the HCI community eren though she is
relatircly junior. I note a long list of awards in the last 8 years, some of which haw high lisibility, namely the
best paper awards for ACM CHI and ACM lul. She has been r,ery actire in terms of funded projects, many
of which are with industrial partners. lalso note a strong inrohement within the scientifc community through
organization commitees of well recognized conferences and through publication reviewing in many high
impact joumals and conferences.

Merit of the Proposal

This is a wry good proposal. lt is well written and it addresses a relerant topic for our aging society. lt
contains a large anay of original ideas and a good mix of theory and practical issues. The methodology is
appropdate and the objectives are realistics. The candidate's publications proVde a good idea of what to
expect ftom this proposal, and provide confidence that the proposed work will be tackled with originality and
scientific rigour. Ghen the candidate's history of collaborations with industrythe prospect of technology
transfur is good.

Contribution to the Training of Highly Qualified Personnel (HOP)

The candidate has graduated a good number of students in her last 6 years and I note that her three first
Ph.D.'s now hold

Form 140,formrlahe 140 (2011)onilt/t
pRorEcrED Bvwpr coMpLErED / pRoreiE B t l.tE Fots RErtpLl

f"rNbGrenere,Joanna
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Referee Report - Application for a Grant

Rapport de l'examinateur - Demande de subvention

Family name, giwn name and initials(s) of applicant / Nom
famille, pr6nom et initiale(s) du candidat
McGrenere, Joanna

de Application no. / N" de la demande :
261569

Type of grant / Type de subrention : RGPIN Committee / Comit6 :
Computer Science

Confidence Level / Niveau de confiance

I rate my ability to assess this particular application as / Mes comp6tences pour 6uluer cette demande
sont l

High: Sat isfactory/Sat isfaisantes: X Low/Faibles:

Based on my reVew, lstrongly support funding for this proposal.

1. Scientific orEngineering Excellence of the Researcher(s)

Ithink that the applicant is well qualifed to conduct the project.
- The applicant has orer ten years of experience in doing research on mainly human computer inter:action
and produced good number ofjoumal publications and conbrence proceedings.
- The Aphasia Project that she led provided a good base fcr her to do research on interhces for healthy
older adults.
- The applicant's another research topic, perconalization, is also relevant to the cunent project topic in a
broad sense (e.9., personalization of intefaces fcr the older adults group)

2. Merit of the Proposal

Ithink that the merits of the proposal are great in many senses.
- The topic about interfaces design of older adults is timely and relewnt giwn that older population
increases and the mobile devices become smaller.
- As the applicant suggested, there are only few studies, which provided a piece meal finding in this topic
area. I think that this would the first research effort to address the topic in a big scale with more integratire
perspectiw.
- lt seems that the potential contdbution of this project is profound. This definitely can be an important
addition to the knowledge of interface design principles. In fact, I think thatthe existing design principle is
more or less biased to the younger generation. This will change the design paradigm fom younger
generation focused to all generations focused.
- The project will contdbute to enabling older adults, who used to be neglected, to use Information and
Communication Technologies with less dificulty.
- The methodologies look reasonable.
- | hope that the applicant considerc addinq more underlvinq theories to explain older

f*Grenere,Joanna
Form 1 4flforrn;bire 1 40 (2O1 1)on"Jtl0*
PROTEDTED BwHET.I GoMPLETED /PRoTRIE B UNE FoIs REIIIPLI C,anadH



i l * i lWff i ffiw
behaviors.

3. Contribution to the Training of Highly Qualified Personnel (HOP)

According to the applicant, two doctoral students of the applicants were placed in tenure track hculty
position. Considering pubfications produced in recent years and evidence of former doctor students'
success, lthink that her contribution tothe training of HQP has been excellent.
- The training plan looks appropriate.
- Though I think that the applicant should be able to handle this concem, the applicant will have to manage
many students (at least one research associate, three phd students, two master students, and one
undergraduate students) hence the applicant's awilability to each HQP could be a potentieil concem.

E!ryi'Htr140(2011)
pRoTBTED BvvHEN coMpLErED lpnorEoE B UNE Fots REIrtpLl

| *Grenere, Joanna



Referee Report - Application for a Grant
Rapport de I'examinateur - Demande de subvention

Family name, given name and initials(s) of applicant
/ Nom de famille, pr6nom et initiale(s) du candidat
McGrenere, Joanna

Application no. / N'de la demande :
261569-2012

Type of grant / Type de subvention
Discovery:

Committee / Comit6 :

Confidence Level / Niveau de confiance

I rate my ability to assess this particular application as / Mes comp6tences pour 6valuer cette demande
sont:

Please assess the proposal using the evaluation criterion located in the Instructions and Conflict of lnterest
Guidelines found in the "My Library" / SVP, faire votre 6valuation de la demande en fonction de chacun des
critdres situ6es dans les lnstructions et lignes directrices sur les conflits d'int6r6ts sur la page " Ma
bibliothdque":

Use additional page(s) if necessary / Utiliser une ou des pages suppl6mentaires au besoin

Scientific or Engineering Excellence of the Researcher(s)

The applicant has an excellent track record that is very pertinent to the application.

She is a researcher who investigated computer support for people with cognitive dysfirnction when
this field was in its infancy. She has gained awards for this work, and given many invited lectures.
During this research she saw the important similarities in terms of interacting with computers
between those people with aphasia and older people. Her ideas of ephemeral adaption in interfaces
grew out of this work and is an example of how focussing on the needs of older and disabled people
can lead to mainsteam advances.

She has a good publication list with at least one prestigious journal article ayeur and a
commendable number of conference publications, which are mainly in well respected ACM
conferences (including three best paper awards). She has made a substantial contribution to the
field, and is well known and respected internationally.

Form 140 / Formulaire 140 2010






