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words per minute 
(WPM)



DISCLAIMER



chinese calligraphykorean stenotype

DISCLAIMER
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audiobook: 150 WPM

conversation: 180 WPM

auctioneer: 250 WPM

THIS GUY: ‘600’ WPM

LISTENING + SPEAKING

John Moschitta: https://youtu.be/NeK5ZjtpO-M

https://youtu.be/NeK5ZjtpO-M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeK5ZjtpO-M


average: 

speed reader:

attested:

250 WPM

700 WPM

1000+ WPM

READING



RECORDING:
WRITING IT DOWN

20 WPM



Palmer method (1894)

CURSIVE
30 WPM



MORSE CODE

https://youtu.be/q_ZEwZzuqW0

60 WPM

https://youtu.be/q_ZEwZzuqW0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_ZEwZzuqW0
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as fast as speech: 250 WPM
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Dictaphone (1907)

as fast as speech: 250 WPM

but that means we can only 
receive at 250 WPM! 

writing (text) exploits:
• fast reading
• fast seek times
• aggregation, search, analytics



as early as 1837

SHORTHAND
120 WPM



as early as 1837

Teeline (1968)
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as early as 1837

Teeline (1968)

SHORTHAND
300 WPM

requires decoding…



Sholes and Glidden (1874)

TYPEWRITER

hunt and peck

40-70 WPM



~1880

60-150 WPM

TOUCH TYPING



170 WPM
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170 WPM

ALTERNATE LAYOUTS

DVORAK (1936) COLEMAK (2006)

ASETNIOP (2012)



THE DYING ART OF

STENOGRAPHY

amon ge, UDLS 2017

STENOTYPE

1913

240-360 WPM



THE DYING ART OF

STENOGRAPHY
στενός

(narrow)
γράφω
(write)



THE DYING ART OF

STENOGRAPHY

STEGANOGRAPHY



to type fast!

QWERTY: 120 WPM
DVORAK: 140 WPM

STENO: 240 WPM
Steno Hero: https://youtu.be/UtQzTUEuPWo

WHY CARE?

https://youtu.be/UtQzTUEuPWo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtQzTUEuPWo


CAREER



CAREER



CAREER



STENO SCHOOL

2-6 years to reach 225 WPM



STENO SCHOOL

2-6 years to reach 225 WPM



statistic from Gender and Jobs: Sex Segregation of Occupations in the World

85% women 85% women 

GENDER



STENO KEYBOARD



STENO KEYBOARD



PHONETIC

KOF
cough



KOF
cough

SYLLABIC + CHORDED



SYLLABIC + CHORDED

TKPHRORBL
DPLORBL
deplorable



STENO ORDER



MORE CHORDS



MORE CHORDS



BRIEFS



DICTIONARIES

4.2 million possible chords!



DICTIONARIES

4.2 million possible chords!



THEORIES



HARDWARE



HARDWARE



Mirabai Knight

PLOVER



(NKRO) keyboard: $50
(3D printed) keycaps: $20

PLOVER



AUTOMATION



Coding with steno: https://youtu.be/RBBiri3CD6w

THANKS!

http://www.openstenoproject.org/demo/

https://youtu.be/RBBiri3CD6w
http://www.openstenoproject.org/demo/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBBiri3CD6w

