The Battle of Vimy Ridge

The beginning of the end
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 Who won?
 What is it?

* Why do we care?



We kicked ass!




I In fact...

* We performed so well that the French
I Government granted “freely, and for all time,
to the Government of Canada the free use of
the land exempt from all taxes”.. For all

timel!l!




So what is Vimy Ridge?

* /km long ridge next
to tiny town called
Vimy(pop ~4700)

* WWI turning point
battle

* Defining moment in
Canadian history




Trench war

* On the surface the
war was at a
standstill

 “Live and let live”
philosophy

* But underground...

 Reconstructed
trenches...in June



Tunnel war

* Dig tunnels under
each other and then
place explosives
there to collapse the
enemy's tunnels

* Try to intercept
signals from
eachother in the
tunnels




The Battle

e Germans had this
ridge for a long time

» Can see all the way
to Belgium from it

* New strategies by
Canadians enabled
us to win it!

» Paved the way for

* April 9" 1917 Battle of Arras




The Techniques

» Aerial pictures:

— Ballooons were sent
Into the air with
baskets full of men
and photographic
equipment

» Resulted in good
sense of what's

going on in battle




The Techniques

* Sound ranging :

— Microphones in No
Mans Land allowed
engineers to pinpoint
enemy guns in less
than 5 minuites and
within 28 yards

* Pioneered by
engineering prof
from McGill

* British Army didn't
want to listen at
first...




I The Tactics

* Private funding
meant Canadians
had more guns than
the British

e Lieutenant-Colonel
Raymond Brutinel
convinced his rich
friends to fund the
1%* Canadian
Machine Gun
Brigade




The Tactics

* Practice trenches,
battleground
miniatures and
maps:

- Usually maps are for
officers only, this
time maps were
given to every

soldier and each one
kKnew his objective

Extensive training
done




A year and a half later..

The Great War was over



We got the land and a huge
monument




..and | mean HUUUGGEE!




I The monument

* Names of the missing and presumed dead are
I enrgaved all the way around the monument

a




The monument

* Represents a young nation mourning its dead
sons
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Il shows signs of
war
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The




To a point where the park
managers can't use




..and you can't walk there




Casualties

* 60,000 Canadians
were casualties in
The Great World
War



Why do we care?

“At Vimy, the
Canadian Corps had
captured more
ground, more
prisoners and more
guns than any
previous British
offensive in two-and-
a-half years of war”

Do with less-
so they’ll have




Why do we care?

* From 1914-1918 the
population of
Canada was roughly
8,000,000

* Roughly 600,000
men and women
had enlisted by the
end

* That's almost 10%!!




Why do we care?

* Defining moment in
Canadian history

* WWe even got our
own separate
signature on the
Versailles Peace
Treaty!




The End




