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House of Commons

e 308 members

» Number of seats and appointment of seats to
each province updated every census

- Must be at least 282 seats, 3 reserved for the
territories, the rest assigned to the provinces based
on population

 Censuses are every 5 years

e Based on population changes and is roughly
representation-by-population
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Supreme Court

 Can be asked by Goevernor-in-Council (cabinet)
to hear references considering important
guestions of law

— Constitutional interpretation
— Interpretation of federal or provincial legislation

— Division of powers between federal and provincial
levels of government

» Justices appointed by Queen's Privy Council for
Canada



Charter of Rights and Freedoms

 Passed in 1982
» Bill of rights entrenched in the Constitution

* Protects political and civil rights of people in
Canada

 Expanded scope of judicial review

— Courts have struck down unconstitutional federal
and provincial statutes based on the Charter

e Notwithstanding clause



Charter of Rights and Freedoms

e 1988, struck down Canada's abortion law

e 1998, found province of Alberta's exclusion of
homosexuals from protection against
discrimination violated the Charter

— Court then read the protection into law
* Purposive interpretation

- Concentrate not on the limited scope of the ariginal
document, but rather the changing scope of what
the intention is






Elections

* Members of the Commons elected by plurality
of popular votes in separate ridings

- I.e. first past the post (winner-takes-all)

- Winner does not need a majority of votes, just more
than anybody else

 Mandate cannot exceed S years
— EXxcept once, during World War |

e Elections are set for the third Monday in
October in the fourth calendar year following an
election
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Recent Election

e Cons — 143 seats (46.43%), 37.63% popular

e Liberal — 76 seats (24.68%), 26.24% popular
 BQ - 50 seats (16.23%), 9.97% popular

« NDP — 37 seats (12.01%), 18.20% popular

* IND — 2 seats (0.65%), 0.65% popular
 Green — 0 seats (0.00%), 6.80% popular

e Other — 0 seats (0.00%), 0.51% popular
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canadavotes/map/2008/


http://www.cbc.ca/news/canadavotes/map/2008/

Prime Minister

» Stephen Harper is Prime
Minister once again

e Sigh....







Political MaR of Canada

Prince
Edward
< Island

Victoria

Nova
New Scotia

Canapa — Political Brunswick

International boundary

Provincial/territorial boundary
Alberta Province/territory Scale
¥ Ottawa Naticnal capital 0 250 500 750 1 000km
< Regina  Provincial/territorial capital I T T |




Provinces




Division

operty and_ civil
dertaki alt




Division

t solemnisatio

universal
nds




Assembly




Provincial Parties

.ou nterparts

, NL, NS a

Is Saskatchewan Party
3 is NDP

IS Yukon Party







Cr

ation from'
srnment of C




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41

