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• Experience creating infographics in newsroom 

• Timelines are popular, but tedious to create 

• How could we make that easier?
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Setting the stage



TimeLineCurator. Johanna Fulda, Matthew Brehmer, Tamara Munzner 3

Introducing TimeLineCurator

Video: 
vimeo.com/jofu/tlc

http://vimeo.com/jofu/tlc
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2 common approaches 
• Manual creation 
 Creating static timelines, e.g. for print 

• Structured creation 
 Creating interactive timelines, e.g. for online use
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5 tasks to go through

Format Show UpdateExtractBrowse

Creating Timelines
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Format Show UpdateExtractBrowse

5creating timelines

Manual creation process
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!
TimelineJS 

timeline.knightlab.com/

creating timelines

Format Show UpdateExtractBrowse

Structured creation process

http://timeline.knightlab.com/
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time required for each task

creating timelines

Timeline Authoring Model
Format Show UpdateExtractBrowse
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Tableau, Lyra

LifeLines, Google News Timeline, TimelineJSe.g. TERNIP 

LeadLine,  Jigsaw 

TimeLineCurator

Previous Work
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Architecture

9



TimeLineCurator. Johanna Fulda, Matthew Brehmer, Tamara Munzner

• “Into the wild” feedback 

• Used for actual projects 

 Deaf  churches in England, company profile 

• Promoted by Nick Diakopoulos at NICAR15 

• Mentioned in „Making Timelines“ from Lena Groeger (ProPublica) 

• Ideas for further development 

• NLP-related: Including B.C. dates, Including other languages 

• Integration with existing tools and workflows: e.g. Overview
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Validation
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for analyzing large sets of  documents: www.overviewdocs.com
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• User Experience Comparison 

• Comparing TimelineJS approach with TLC 

• All participants strongly preferred visual authoring environment  

• Solicited potential users 

• semi-structured interviews with 8 potential users 
7 journalists, 1 policy researcher
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Validation

[A step to] 
break the barrier 

between the artiste 
writer and the data 

journalist

For the less geeky 
journalists who might be 
scared of  timelines, this is 
a brilliant super-easy way 

to see what it might 
look like.



TimeLineCurator. Johanna Fulda, Matthew Brehmer, Tamara Munzner

• Analysis use case turned out to be popular 

• “Human in the loop” needed for curation and deciding 

what’s important and interesting
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Discussion
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TimeLineCurator.org
Project page about.TimeLineCurator.org 

Example gallery gallery.TimeLineCurator.org

Interactive Authoring of  Visual Timelines from Unstructured Text
TimeLineCurator

Johanna Fulda 
@jofu_

Matthew Brehmer 
@mattbrehmer

Tamara Munzner 
@tamaramunzner

on the 
job hunt

Thanks to Francesco Escalona and Joshua Romero, Chad Skelton and Nick Diakopoulos, 
Michelle Borkin, Anamaria Crisan, Enamul Hoque, Sung-Hee Kim, and Narges Mahyar

http://about.TimeLineCurator.org
http://gallery.TimeLineCurator.org

